
Missouri Farmers Care



Missouri Farmers Care is a joint effort by Missouri’s farming and agriculture community to stand 
together for the men and women who provide the food and jobs on which our communities depend. 

The coalition of over 45 leading Missouri agricultural groups promotes the growth of Missouri 
agriculture and rural communities through coordinated communication, education and advocacy.

This partnership is made possible by the efforts of Missouri farmers and ranchers, Missouri 
Farmers Care, Bayer, Brownfield Ag News, Feeding Missouri, Missouri State Fair, Missouri 

Department of Agriculture, Missouri FFA and Missouri 4-H.

DRIVE TO FEED KIDS’ PARTNERS

ONE IN FIVE MISSOURIANS  
                            FACE FOOD INSECURITY



PERCENT OF CHILDREN < 18 YEARS OF 
AGE IN FOOD UNCERTAIN HOUSEHOLDS

ONE IN FIVE MISSOURIANS  
                            FACE FOOD INSECURITY

An average of 229,280 Missouri 
households face food insecurity 
annually. In October 2019 alone, 
Missouri schools served a staggering 
17.4 million meals to students who 
qualified for free and reduced price 
lunches. Having enough food is 

clearly a concern for many Missouri 
families. As many as one in five 
people face food insecurity everyday 
in our state. Among children, the 
numbers are even higher. One in 
three children face food insecurity on  
a regular basis.

THE CHALLENGE –

HUNGER IN MISSOURI

In MISSOURI 

896,570 
people are struggling  

with HUNGER
 

243,110 
of those people  

are CHILDREN

12.8% - 16.8%
16.8% - 18.4%
18.4% - 19.5%

19.5% - 21.5%
21.5% - 27.0%

Source: Feeding America, 2019 Map the Meal Gap
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Drive to Feed Kids first launched 
in 2017 with a goal of building 
collaborative partnerships among 
non-profit organizations, farmers and 
agricultural businesses committed 
to addressing this need. Missouri 
Farmers Care leveraged existing 
food bank distribution networks by 
providing resources for kid-friendly 
meals to youth through backpack 
meal programs and in-school food 
pantries. Additionally, Drive to Feed 

Kids allows the agriculture community 
an opportunity to talk about their 
utilization of science and technology 
to responsibly produce food for our 
communities and world. Drive to Feed 
Kids has become a movement beyond 
the initial partnerships by inspiring 
youth and agriculture groups in local 
communities to come together and 
host meal packing events to serve 
their neighbors.

DRIVE TO FEED KIDS  
HAS LOFTY GOALS  

FOR 2020

WHERE IS THE FOOD AND MONEY DISTRIBUTED?

Missouri FFA members and 
agricultural volunteers packing 

200,000 meals

Collecting 18,000 pounds of 
food during the Missouri State 
Fair to donate to the Feeding 

Missouri Food Banks

Securing $180,000 in cash 
and in-kind donations for 

Feeding Missouri’s network of 
food banks to distribute within 

their local communities

To make sure our efforts are impactful, 
Missouri Farmers Care is proud to 
partner with Feeding Missouri, a state-
wide coalition of the six Missouri Food 
Banks. Together they provide hunger 
relief to every county (and St. Louis City) 
throughout the state. More than 120 
million pounds of food is distributed each 

year through their 1,500+ community 
feeding programs. Last year, through 
Drive to Feed Kids, Missouri Farmers 
Care contributed 2.2 million pounds 
of food to those local food programs. 
Join the Drive to Feed Kids today at  
www.mofarmerscare.com/drive

OUR SOLUTION –

DRIVE TO FEED KIDS



HUNGER  
STORIES

 If you want to help make a difference to kids and families like Lorali, Emily, Zoey and 
Priscilla, visit MoFarmersCare.com/drive to learn more about Missouri’s statewide 

childhood hunger campaign “Drive to Feed Kids.”

“During the school year, I get free 
lunch and breakfast at school, which 
helps my mom make sure we have 
enough food for the weekends. 
During the summer when school 
is out, we don’t have those meals. 
Instead, we go to the free lunch 
program. Without the lunch program, 
I would be sad. I’m really happy that 
we have it. You’re making kids like 
me happy and our parents happy too 
by making it easier for all of us to get 
enough to eat.” 

ZOEY
11 years old

“I am a Navy veteran. I was 
honorably discharged after 
serving my country for four 
years. My husband and I 
split up a few years ago and 
unfortunately, I don’t receive 
any support. As a veteran, it’s 
really tough to ask for help. 
The Navy taught me to be 
independent. I was ashamed 
to admit that I couldn’t make 
it on my own. My daughters 
were the only reason I ended 
up asking for assistance. Their 
needs motivated me to put my 
pride aside and visit the food 
pantry. By giving us food, the 
pantry restored a sense of 
normalcy to our lives and gave 
us the strength and inspiration 
we needed to keep reaching for 
a better day.”

PRISCILLA

“Sometimes we have food  
and sometimes we don’t.”

Lorali and her brother, Joshua, 
participate in the BackPack program.  
At the moment, they live in a single 
hotel room with their mom and dad.

LORALI
6 years old

“There have definitely been times 
when I’ve gone without eating – 
the times when I didn’t have the 
library. I spend a lot of time at the 
library. I go to school and then 
afterwards, I go straight to the 
library until it closes. It’s a safe 
place with good people and the 
library serves free dinner. Being 
hungry, it would always hurt. I 
would get angry and frustrated 
when I had to go to bed with an 
empty stomach.”

EMILY
14 years old



Missouri Farmers Care Foundation 
Drive to Feed Kids 

734 S. Country Club Drive 
Jefferson City, MO 65109

573.881.7898

heatherd@mofarmerscare.com

mofarmerscare.com/drive
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