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The 90th Annual State FFA Convention of the Missouri FFA Association is a special 
event to reward and recognize the hard work and achievements of FFA members.  

FFA members are the future of the diverse and ever-changing agriculture industry. 
Our convention theme this year is “RISE”.  For 90 years, our organization has given 
individuals an opportunity. An opportunity to “RISE” and expand their knowledge/
skills in the areas of applied science, technical and employability skills, while learning 
about our nation’s #1 industry: agriculture. Our organization provides members with 
the educational foundations to be leaders and innovators within our industry. Over the 
years FFA has adjusted to reflect our ever changing society. In an agriculture classroom 
today students learn about many topics such as animal agriculture, crop production, 
agriscience, and even urban agriculture. We hope each of you will be confident in 
your abilities, wear your official dress with pride while representing your school and 
community, and take advantage of each opportunity to “RISE” and influence those 
around you about agriculture, not only today but as you continue your life.  

WELCOME

2017-2018 STATE FFA OFFICERS

Front row (L-R):  Abby Bertz, Odessa (President); Mariah Fox, Trenton (First Vice-
President); Sydnee Mason, Marshall (Secretary). 

Second Row (L-R):  Emily Blaue, Wellsville-Middletown; Madelyn Warren, Chillicothe; 
Rhiannen Schneider, Savannah; Isabel Legg, Perryville.  

Third Row (L-R):  Elizabeth Knipp, Tipton; Aaron Mott, Columbia; Abby Turner, 
Brookfield; Justin Belew, Ashland; Elise Bailey, Bowling Green. 

Back Row (L-R):  Chad Laxton, Miller; Ben Luebbering, Fatima; Colton Spencer, Aurora 
(Past President); Chance Wallace, Seneca; Dakota Allen, Fairfax.
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The FFA is a national organization of, by and for students enrolled in Agricultural 
Education.  It was organized in Kansas City, Missouri in 1928 and is an integral part 
of the program of career education in agriculture in the public schools.  The Missouri 
FFA Association was organized and elected its first officers on May 4, 1928.  The state 
charter was issued by the National Office in 1929.  In 2018, the national membership 
was more than 653,000 students in 8,568chapters.  The current Missouri FFA 
membership is 25,375  in 343 chapters.

The Missouri FFA Association holds its convention in April each year.  More than 
8,000 FFA members and guests take part in leadership development activities, Career 
Development Events, award programs, and convention sessions.  Participants also 
include adults representing the agriculture industry; the MU College of Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resources; NWMSU; MSU; school officials; the press; parents; and 
guests.

The State FFA Officers plan and conduct the convention sessions, including the 
business meetings, award programs, entertainment and inspirational activities.  The 
686 delegates, two from each chapter, transact all business.

Supervision of Convention and Career Development Events

The Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Education staff of the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education assist in the planning and supervision of the 
convention and competitions.  These staff members, along with the State FFA Officers, 
form the State FFA Executive Committee:

Leon Busdieker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Advisor

Keith Dietzschold, District Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Executive Secretary

Marie Davis, District Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Executive Treasurer

Lisa Evans, District Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .State Executive Committee

David Higgins, District Supervisor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Executive Committee

Steven Rogers, District Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Executive Committee

Valerie Houston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Administrative Assistant

Kathy Kilmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Administrative Assistant

FFA IN MISSOURI

New FFA chapters for the 2017-18 school year will be chartered during 
the second session program, 6:00 p.m., Thursday, April 19.

Blair Oaks
Grandview

Congratulations and welcome to Missouri FFA!

NEW FFA CHAPTERS
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Registration / Information Desk – The information desk, located near the East Entrance 
door, will be open at all times.  Staff can provide information and directions for various 
activities.  An advisor from each chapter should register and indicate the number of FFA 
members and guests in attendance from their chapter.

Parking – Use the parking lots on the south and southeast side of the Hearnes Center.

Sponsors and Guests – Please check in at the registration/ information desk for directions 
and seating.

Delegates – The two delegates from each chapter should register on the floor of the 
auditorium prior to the delegate session. (See page 8.)

FFA Career Show – Exhibits are provided by businesses and organizations for educational 
purposes from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday.  FFA members and guests are encouraged 
to visit these exhibits.

News Media Office – Representatives of the news media may obtain information about 
all convention activities and competition results at the pressroom backstage.  Check at the 
Registration/Information Desk for directions or assistance.  The convention media website 
is:  http://agebb.missouri.edu/news/moffaconv/ .

Food Service/Court – Beverages, pizza, hamburgers and sandwiches are available at the 
refreshment stands located on the Main Concourse.

FFA Book Display – The first-place Scrapbook, Secretary’s Book, Treasurer’s Book and 
Supervised Agricultural Experience Record Books from each of the FFA Areas in the state 
are on display in the north corridor of the East Entrance.

FFA Apparel Booth – The Mizzou FFA Alumni Chapter is sponsoring a booth offering FFA 
items.  The booth will be at the main concourse on Thursday and part of the FFA Career 
Show from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday.

Columbia Convention and Visitors Bureau – The Registration/Information Desk located 
just inside the East Entrance will be providing informational packets about Columbia.  They 
will gladly assist you with information regarding restaurant locations and other Columbia 
attractions.

State FFA Chorus – The State FFA Chorus is under the direction of Beth Dampf and 
Beth Eckles both of Jefferson City.  Chorus members belong to FFA chapters throughout 
Missouri and were chosen on the basis of individual applications.  The chorus holds 
rehearsals and performs as part of the Friday afternoon and evening sessions.

Courtesy Corps and Ushers – Volunteer groups from various chapters serve in this 
capacity, with supervision by postsecondary agriculture students.

Career Development Events – We want to thank the army of volunteers, MU 
Agricultural Education faculty and staff along with each advisory committee for their 
coordination and operation of the Career Development Events.  Those assisting can be 
found on page 13 along with Dr. Bryan Garton, Dr. Anna Ball, Dr. Jon Simonsen, Dr. John 
Tummons, Dr. Adam Cletzer, Mrs. Colleen Abbott, Carol Swaim, and Mandy Aholt-Gayler.   

GENERAL INFORMATION

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CITATION

ANDREW MCCREA

This year, the Missouri FFA Association is pleased to recognize Mr. Andrew McCrea for 
his service to agricultural education and the Missouri FFA.

Andrew McCrea is a farmer and rancher, an award-winning radio and tv broadcaster 
and a nationally-recognized speaker.

He is the host of the nationally-broadcast radio feature, The 
American Countryside, a program that has won five Oscars for 
rural and agricultural broadcasting. McCrea has interviewed 
hall of fame sports stars, Emmy and Grammy winners and 
even been body slammed by professional wrestlers!  His 
broadcasting work has taken him to all 50 states and six 
continents to interview thousands of guests for his program.  
The American Countryside is unique in broadcasting because all 
of the interviews are done on location. His broadcasts are heard 
daily on nearly 100 radio stations and Sirius XM satellite radio.  
The television version of the show is a regular feature on U.S. 
Farm Report.

In addition to McCrea's broadcasting duties, he continues to own and manage the 
farm and ranch where he was born and raised.  McCrea Farms operates nearly 4,000 
acres of crop and pastureland in northwest Missouri raising corn, soybeans and beef 
cattle. A past chairman of the Missouri Beef Industry Council and represenative to 
the U..S. Meat Export Federation, McCrea remains active in a number of agricultural 
groups, both as a participant and as a frequent speaker.  

McCrea's past is rooted in Missouri FFA, beginning with the King City FFA Chapter in 
the late 1980’s. He served as the 1991-92 Missouri State FFA President and 1993-94 
National FFA Secretary. He also worked as a trainer for National FFA from 1995-2005 
and continues to assist the organization with national officer training and behind-the- 
scenes work at National FFA Convention. Since 1996, McCrea has conducted Missouri 
FFA State Officer Training, in addition to working with state officers in Illinois and 
Arizona.  He is the Missouri State FFA Convention manager and is the director of both 
Area Officer Institute and Public Speaking Institute. McCrea has received the chapter, 
state and American Honorary FFA Degrees.  

McCrea and wife Paula, along with children Luke and Allison, reside near Maysville, 
Missouri, where they are the fifth and sixth generations to operate the family farm.  
He's quick to credit his VERY supportive wife, kids and father who handle the chores at 
home while he travels. 

The Missouri FFA extends a special thank you to Andrew McCrea for his many years of 
service to agricultural education and the Missouri FFA. 

Check out State FFA Convention results on the State FFA Media 
Page at http://agebb.missouri.edu/news/moffaconv/
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Guest Speaker – First General Session – Thursday 2:00 pm

Bryce Cluff, National FFA Wester Region Vice President 
Queen City FFA – Queen City, Arizona  

Bryce Cluff was elected to the 2017-18 National FFA Officer Team as western region 
vice president at the 90th National FFA Convention & Expo. 

Majoring in agricultural technology and management with an emphasis in education, 
Cluff is a junior at the University of Arizona. 

Cluff served as the Arizona FFA vice president in 2015-16. While 
in high school, his supervised agricultural experience (SAE) was 
focused on poultry production. As a first-year FFA member, he 
worried about his ability to create a successful SAE in his urban 
neighborhood. Cluff began his SAE by purchasing a male Pekin 
duck at the local feed store. He quickly found his passion in 
the poultry world, and his SAE grew from a single bird into a 
backyard full of diverse poultry. 

“I developed my business skills, and learned how I could 
challenge myself to become a better agriculturist,” Cluff says. 

“These skills and experiences have since translated into my life and have shaped me to 
be a successful student and employee.”

Throughout his year of service, Cluff says he hopes to grow alongside FFA members 
from a wide variety of backgrounds.

GUEST SPEAKERS

First General Session – Thursday, 2:00 p.m.
Chris Chinn, Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture

Jefferson City, Missouri

Chris Chinn, a fifth generation Missouri farmer from Clarence, was named Director of the 
Missouri Department of Agriculture in January 2017. Director 
Chinn has held leadership positions in agriculture on the local, 
state and national level for more than 12 years.

As a trailblazer in ag advocacy, Chinn has established her brand 
through social media and public speaking. Through her outreach, 
she stands up for both rural and urban Missouri by bridging 
the gap between farmers and consumers, contributing to the 
advancement of the state's No. 1 industry.

In 2013, Chinn became a national spokesperson when she was 
named one of four Faces of Farming and Ranching by the U.S. 
Farmers and Ranchers Alliance, an honor that identifies farmers 
and ranchers that are eager to share their farm story. Chinn resides on her family's farm in 
Shelby County with her husband, Kevin, and her two children, Rachelle and Conner, where 
she helps manage their farrow-to-finish hog operation as well as their family feed mill. The 
Chinns also have a small cow-calf herd and raise corn, soybeans and alfalfa.
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Fourth  General Session – Friday, 6:00 p.m.

Carey Portell — St. James, Missouri

Never give up. It’s a common phrase we often take for granted. But motivational 
speaker and Missouri native Carey Portell lives it every day. As she headlines this 

year’s State FFA Convention, Portell will inspire FFA 
members across the state to push their limits and, most 
importantly, never give up.

After Portell and her children were involved in a 
fatal drunk driving collision, she was left with partial 
disabilities, even after a four-year recovery. Connecting 
with agriculture and assisting on her family’s cattle 
operation has given Portell hope. She claims farm work 
as her physical and mental therapy.

Portell travels nationwide to share her story. 
Additionally, Portell shares how farming has given 
her a focus and a feeling of life again. She enlightens 
listeners with her sense of perseverance and 
persistence.

GUEST SPEAKERS
Second General Session – Thursday, 6:00 p.m.

Mike Parson
Missouri Lieutenant Governor

Michael L. Parson was elected Missouri's 47th Lieutenant 
Governor on Nov. 8, 2016. He was victorious in 110 of Missouri's 
114 counties and received the most votes of any lieutenant 
governor in Missouri history.

Lieutenant Governor Parson served in the Missouri Senate from 
2011 to 2017 and the Missouri House of Representatives from 
2005 to 2011. Lieutenant Governor Parson was sheriff of Polk 
County from 1993 to 2005 and is a veteran of the U.S. Army. 

While in the Missouri Senate, Lieutenant Governor Parson 
chaired the Small Business, Insurance and Industry Committee, 
and during his first two years served as the majority whip. While serving in the House 
of Representatives, he was chair of the House Rules Committee. He sponsored and co-
sponsored landmark legislation, including the Missouri Farming Rights Amendment, 
which changed the Missouri Constitution to guarantee all Missourians the right to farm 
and ranch. 

Lieutenant Governor Parson resides in Bolivar with his wife Teresa. Together they have 
two grown children and five grandchildren. He was raised on a farm in Hickory County, 
and graduated from Wheatland High School. He is a small business owner and third 
generation farmer with a cow-calf operation near Bolivar.



6

Thursday, April 19 	 (Please note there are time and location changes this year)
8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.	 Agricultural Issues Forum Preliminaries 

(Forum Christian Church at 3900 Forum Blvd) 
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.	 FFA Creed Speaking Preliminaries and Finals 			 
			   Hearnes Center 317
11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.	 Food Science (Eckles) 
			   Registration 10:15–11 a.m.  at Trowbridge Livestock Center 
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Floriculture 
			   Registration – 10:15–11 a.m. in Hearnes, Section B10/14
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Poultry 
			   Registration – 10:15–11 a.m. in Hearnes, Section B16/17
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.	 Soils—Registration – 10:15–11 a.m. Hearnes-Section B9
			   Buses leave at 11 a.m. & return students to Hearnes Center
11:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.	 Agronomy
 			   Registration – 10:15–11 a.m. in Hearnes-Section B15/16
11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.	 Nursery/Landscaping 
			   Registration – 10:15–11 a.m. Hearnes-Section B15/16
11:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.	 Livestock 
			   Registration 10:15–11 a.m. at Trowbridge Livestock Center
11:30 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.	 Horses (Stephens Stables, Old Highway 63)
			   Registration 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
11:45 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.	 Dairy Foods 
			   Registration 11–11:45 a.m.  in Hearnes, Section B10/14
12:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.	 Farm Management (Hampton Inn & Suites)
			   Registration 12–12:45 p.m.
			   Hampton Inn & Suites Conference Center, 1225 Fellows Place
12:45 Noon- 3:30 p.m.	 Entomology 
			   Registration 12–12:45 p.m. in Hearnes, Section B16/17
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.	 Agricultural Issues Forum Finals—Forum Christian Church
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.	 FFA Knowledge (Hampton Inn & Suites Conference Center 		
			   Registration 5:15 – 6 p.m.
Friday, April 21 
7:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	 Agricultural Mechanics
			   (Registration 6:30–7 a.m.  in S147 An Sci Research Center)
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.	 Agricultural Sales (Sheldon Academic Resource Center,
			   Mizzou Athletics Training Complex)  Reg. 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Forestry (Trowbridge Livestock Center, South Side) 		
			   Registration 7:15 a.m. - 8:00 a.m., Buses leave at 8:00 a.m. 		
		   	 (Buses will return students to Hearnes Center) 
8:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.	 Dairy Cattle (Trowbridge Livestock Center Show Arena) 		
			   Registration 7:15- 8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	 Meats (Trowbridge Livestock Center Sales Arena) 			 
			   Registration 7:15- 8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. 			   Parliamentary Procedure Preliminaries and Finals
			   (Stoney Creek Inn – 2601 South Providence Road)
8:00 a.m. 			   Conduct of Chapter Meeting Preliminaries and Finals
			   (Stoney Creek Inn – 2601 South Providence Road)

2018 CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENTS SCHEDULE
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Agricultural Mechanics • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Dr. Leon Schumacher

Agricultural Sales • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Mrs. Linda Sowers & Mr. Matt Arri

Agronomy • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Mr. Timothy Reinbott & Mr. Andrew Biggs

Dairy Cattle • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Mr. Ted Probert

Dairy Foods • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Mr. Rick Linhardt & Dr. Bongkosh Vardhanabhutib

Entomology • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Mr. Terry Woods & Ms. Kris Simpson

Farm Management • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Mr. Bruce Fowler & Advisory Committee

Floriculture • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Dr. David Trinklein

Forestry • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Dr. Hank Stelzer

Horse Evaluation • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Ms. Marci Crosby

Livestock • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Ms. Addison Byrne & Mr. Britton Francis

Meats • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Dr. Bryon Wiegand and Mr. Rick Disselhorst

Nursery/Landscaping • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Mr. Tim Moloney

Poultry • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Mr. Jess Lyons

Soils • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  Dr. Dusty Walter & Advisory Committee

Food Science Pilot • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Dr. Andrew Clarke & Dr. Ingolf Gruen

FFA Knowledge • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Dr.  Jon Simonsen

Public Speaking Coordinator • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Joann Pipkin, Show Me Agri-Comm

Assistant Public Speaking Coordinator • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Taylor Tuttle, MBIC

Ag Issues Forum • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Garrett Hawkins, Mo. Dept. of Agriculture 

Extemporaneous Speaking • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Gene Cook, Retired Ag Teacher

Job Interview • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Brady James & Jessica Kueffer, Past State Officers

Parliamentary Procedure • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Tom Mooney, Retired Ag Teacher

Conduct of Chapter Meetings • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Jeremy Haley, FCS Financial

Creed Speaking • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Hilary Black, Missouri Corn Growers Association

Friday, April 20 
The Following LDEs are held at Forum Christian Church, 3900 Forum Blvd:

8:00 a.m.			   Division I Prepared Public Speaking Check-In 
8:00 a.m. 			   Job Interview Preliminaries And Finals 
8:30 a.m.			   Extemporaneous Public Speaking Check-In 
8:30 a.m.			   Advanced Prepared Public Speaking Check-In 
10:00 a.m.		  Division II Prepared Public Speaking Check-In
1:00 p.m.			   Job Interview Finals
1:00 p.m.			   Extemporaneous Public Speaking Final Check-In
1:30 p.m.			   Prepared Public Speaking Finals

 FCC = Forum Christian Church at 3900 Forum Blvd. |  Hampton Inn & Suites Conference Center at 1225 Fellows Place 

2018 CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENTS SCHEDULE

2018 CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENT SUPERINTENDENTS
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8:00 a.m. 		 Stage Practice (Hearnes Center Auditorium)

8:00 a.m. 		 FFA Talent Rehearsal Time (Hearnes Center Auditorium)

8:30 – 5:00 p.m. 	 Agricultural Issues Forum (Forum Christian Church)	

9:00 a.m.  	 New Officer Meeting (Hearnes Center Auditorium, Backstage)

8:30-11:30 a.m.	  Creed Speaking Preliminaries and Finals — (Hearnes Center 317)

10:15 a.m. 	 Creed Finals (Hearnes Center 317) 

10:00 a.m. 	 Registration (Hearnes Center East Entrance Main Concourse)

10:30 a.m. 	 FFA Talent Performers Meeting (Hearnes Center Auditorium)

11:00 a.m.	  State FFA Chorus Rehearsal (Mizzou Arena Foyer)

11:00 a.m. 	 Career Development Events − See page 6. 
		  Some registrations begin at 10:15 a.m. Please refer to the schedule. 

12:00 p.m. 	 Leadership Workshops (Hearnes Center) − See page 16
		  Hearnes Center 309, Hearnes Center 311, Hearnes Center 317

12:00 p.m. 	 Delegate Orientation and Business Session
		  Check in begins at 11:00 a.m. (Hearnes Center Auditorium)

1:00 p.m. 		 Leadership Workshops (Hearnes Center) − See page 16
 		  Hearnes Center 309, Hearnes Center 311,  Hearnes Center 317

1:30 p.m. 		 FFA Talent

2:00 p.m. 	 FIRST SESSION of the 90th Missouri State FFA Convention

2:00 p.m. 		 Area Star Farmer Interviews (Hearnes Center 309)

2:00 p.m. 		 Area Star in Placement Interviews (Hearnes Center 307)

2:00 p.m. 		 Area Star in Agribusiness Interviews (Hearnes Center 311)

2:00 p.m. 		 Area Star in Agriscience Interviews (Hearnes Center 324)

3:00 p.m. 		 FFA Alumni WLC Scholarship Interviews (Hearnes Center 272 G)

5:00 p.m. 		 Dinner, Honorary State Degree Award Recipients (Hearnes Center 317) 
  		  Courtesy of Association of Missouri Electric Cooperatives Inc.

5:15 p.m. 		 FFA Talent/Pre-session

6:00 p.m.		 FFA Knowledge Contest 
		  Hampton Inn & Suites Conf. Center
		  (Missouri, Stephens, Columbia rooms)

6:00 p.m. SECOND SESSION of the 90th Missouri State FFA Convention

NOTE:
 FCC = Forum Christian Church at 3900 Forum Blvd.

 Stoney Creek Inn at 2601 South Providence

THURSDAY, APRIL 19
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FRIDAY, APRIL 20
7:00 a.m. 		 Career Development Events (See page 6 & 7)
8:00 a.m. 		 Parliamentary Procedure Registration (Stoney Creek Inn)
8:00 a.m. 		 Conduct of Chapter Meeting Registration (Stoney Creek Inn) 
8:00 a.m. 		 Registration (Hearnes Center East Entrance Main Concourse)
8:00 a.m. 		 Division I Prepared Public Speaking Check-In (FCC)
8:00 a.m. 		 Job Interview Check-In (FCC) 
8:30 a.m. 		 Extemporaneous Speaking Check-In (FCC) 
8:30 a.m. 		 Advanced Prepared Public Speaking Check-In (FCC)
8:30 a.m. 		 State FFA Chorus Rehearsal (Hearnes Center Auditorium)
9:00 a.m. 		 Agriculture Teachers Meeting 
		  (Columns Club, East Tower, Memorial Football Stadium)
9:00 a.m. 		 FFA Career Show
9:15 a.m. 		 Leadership Workshops (See page 17)
10:00 a.m. 	 Division II Prepared Public Speaking Check-In (FCC )
10:30 a.m. 	 State FFA Alumni Convention 
		  (Columns Club, East Tower, Memorial Football Stadium)
10:30 a.m. 	 Leadership Workshops (See page 17)
10:45 a.m. 	 State FFA Chorus Rehearsal (Hearnes Center 324)
11:00 a.m. 	 Meeting for Retiring and New State FFA Officers and Parents 	
		  (Hearnes Center Auditorium)
12:00 p.m. 	 Lunch for Retiring and New State Officers and Parents
		  Courtesy of Missouri Farm Bureau (Lower Concourse)
1:00 p.m. 		 Job Interview Finals Check-In (FCC) 
1:00 p.m. 		 Extemporaneous Speaking Finals Check-In (FCC )
1:00 p.m. 		 FFA Talent
1:30 p.m. 		 Prepared Speaking Finals Check-In: Division I, Division II and 	
		  Advanced (FCC )
1:30 p.m. 	 THIRD SESSION of the 90th Missouri State FFA Convention
2:00 p.m. 		 Advanced Prepared Public Speaking Finals (FCC )
2:00 p.m. 		 Division I Prepared Public Speaking Finals (FCC )
2:00 p.m. 		 Division II Prepared Public Speaking Finals (FCC)
2:00 p.m. 		 Extemporaneous Speaking Finals (FCC)
3:00 p.m. 		 Past State Officer Reunion Reception 
		  (Columns Club, East Tower, Memorial Football Stadium)
4:30 p.m. 		 Past State Officer Reunion Program 
		  (Columns Club, East Tower, Memorial Football Stadium)  
4:30 p.m. 		 Dinner for Retiring and New State FFA Officers and Parents
		  (Hearnes Center Lower Concourse) Courtesy of FCS Financial
4:45 p.m. 		 FFA Talent/Pre-session
5:00 p.m. 		 Seating of State Degree Candidates
5:30 p.m. 		 2018 State FFA Chorus Concert (Hearnes Center Auditorium)
6:00 p.m. 	 FOURTH SESSION of the 90thMissouri State FFA Convention
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FIRST SESSION PROGRAM
Thursday, 2:00 p.m.

• Opening Ceremony — 2017-18 State FFA Officers

• Invocation — Isabel Legg, State Vice President, Perryville

• Reflections — Dakota Allen, Mariah Fox, Isabel Legg, Chance Wallace  

• Kickoff Speaker — Bryce Cluff, National FFA Western Region Vice President   

• FFA Talent

• Missouri FFA Convention T-Shirt Results

• Remarks — Ms. Chris Chinn, Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture

• BOAC Missouri Department of Agriculture Grant Awards

• Missouri Agribusiness Academy Recipients

• GROWMARK Essay Contest — Karen Jones, Education Specialist

• MO FFA vs. KS FFA Border War Food Drive Awards — Southwestern Association

• Teach Ag Fall Speaking LDE Winner — Dalton Sanders, Salem

• FFA Talent

• Chapter Activity Awards — Gold, Silver and Bronze Emblem Chapters

• Closing Ceremony

SECOND SESSION PROGRAM
Thursday, 6:00 p.m.

• Opening Ceremony — 2017–2018  State FFA Officers

• Invocation — Emily Blaue, State Vice President, Wellsville-Middletown

• National Anthem — Gracyn Blackburn, Gainesville FFA 

• Reflections: Elise Bailey, Justin Belew, Elizabeth Knipp, Ben Luebbering

• FFA Talent

• Remarks — Lieutenant Governor Michael  L. Parson    

• Distinguished Service Citation — Mr. Andrew McCrea

• MVATA President Remarks – Heather Johnson, Salem FFA
	 • MVATA Tech Ag Scholarship

• FFA Proficiency Awards — Part I (in order of presentation)
	 Agricultural Communications

Agricultural Education
Agricultural Mechanics Fabrication and Design
Agricultural Mechanics Repair and Maintenance – Entrepreneurship
Agricultural Mechanics Repair and Maintenance – Placement
Agricultural Processing
Agricultural Sales – Entrepreneurship
Agricultural Sales – Placement
Agricultural Services
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Agriscience Research – Animal Systems
Agriscience Research – Integrated Systems
Agriscience Research – Plant Systems
Beef Production – Entrepreneurship
Beef Production – Placement
Dairy Production – Entrepreneurship
Dairy Production – Placement
Diversified Agricultural Production

• FFA Talent

• Honorary State Degree Ceremony and Presentation

• FFA Proficiency Awards — Part II (in order of presentation)
	 Diversified Crop Production – Entrepreneurship
	 Diversified Crop Production – Placement
	 Diversified Horticulture
	 Diversified Livestock Production
	 Environmental Science and Natural Resources Management
	 Equine Science – Entrepreneurship
	 Equine Science – Placement
	 Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production
	 Food Science and Technology
	 Food Service
	 Forage Production
	 Forest Management
	 Fruit Production
	 Goat Production
	 Grain Production – Entrepreneurship
	 Grain Production – Placement 

• FFA Talent

• Chartering New FFA Chapters

• FFA Alumni — WLC Scholarships and Hagan Scholarship

• FFA Proficiency Awards — Part III (in order of presentation)
Home and/or Community Development
Landscape Management
Nursery Operations
Outdoor Recreation
Poultry Production
Sheep Production
Small Animal Production and Care
Specialty Animal Production
Specialty Crop Production
Swine Production – Entrepreneurship
Swine Production – Placement
Turf Grass Management
Vegetable Production
Veterinary Science
Wildlife Management

• Closing Ceremony
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THIRD SESSION PROGRAM
Friday, 1:30 p.m.

• Opening Ceremony — 2017-2018 State FFA Officers
• Invocation — Rhiannen Schneider, State Vice President, Savannah
• State FFA Chorus — Directed by Beth Dampf, Jefferson City; and 				  
		       Accompanied by Beth Eckles, Jefferson City
 	 Down in Missouri—Words by James R. Shannon, Music by John Valentine  Eppel, 		
			   Arranged by Greg Gilpin
   	 Who are the Brave—Words by J. Paul Williams, Music bby Joseph M. Martin
   	 Save the World/Don't You Worry Child—Arranged by Mark Brymer
• Reflections — Emily Blaue, Chad Laxton, Rhiannen Schneider & Abby Turner 
• FFA Talent 
• Introduction of New State FFA Officers
• Installation of New Officers 
• State FFA Talent 
• “Missouri Ruralist” Larry Harper Young Writers Contest — Mindy Ward, Editor
• Hammons Products Company Presentation — Josh Abercrombie 
• Honoring of State FFA Officers’ Parents
• Missouri Youth in Agriculture Scholarship Recognition
• FFA Talent  
• State Star Farmer, State Star in Agribusiness, State Star in Placement Awards, 
	 State Star in Agriscience. Sponsored by MFA, Inc.
• Closing Ceremony

FOURTH SESSION PROGRAM
Friday, 5:30 p.m.

• 2017 State FFA Choir Concert 
Director: Beth Dampf, Choral Director, Jefferson City; 
Accompanist: Beth Eckles, Jefferson City 

	 If You're Out There — Words and Music by John Stephens, DeVon Harris, Kawan 		
			     Prather & Marcus Bryant, Arranged by Mark Brymer 
    	 For Good —Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz, Arranged by Mac Huff
    	 This is Me—Words and Music by Benj Pasek & Justin Paul, Arranged by Mac Huff
• National Anthem “Star Spangled Banner” by Jamey Ray – 2018 State FFA Choir
• Opening Ceremony — 2017-18 State FFA Officers
• Invocation — Abby Turner, State Vice President, Brookfield
• Reflections — Abby Bertz, Sydnee Mason, Aaron Mott, Madelyn Warren
• Keynote Address — Carey Portell, St. James, Missouri
• State FFA Talent
• FFA Contest Results – FFA Knowledge, Creed, Conduct of Chapter Meeting, Prepared 		
	 Public Speaking, Extemporaneous Speaking, Ag Issues Forum, Job Interview, 		
	 Parliamentary Procedure and Bailey Scholarship
• State FFA Talent
• State FFA Degree Ceremony
• Career Development Events Results
• State FFA Talent
• Awarding of the State FFA Degree
• Closing Ceremony
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Star Club Member Exhibitors
The following exhibitors have contributed to the computer giveaway for FFA members.  
Members must stop by these booths to receive an entry ticket and must be present at the 
Career Show at 3:00 p.m. to win.

General Exhibitors

2018 CAREER SHOW
9 A.M. - 3 P.M. FRIDAY | HEARNES FIELDHOUSE

Buchheit Agri

Central Methodist University

College of the Ozarks

Crown Power & Equipment

4 Seasons Fundraising (Iowa)

FCS Financial

Harmison’s Hometown Fundraising

John Deere TECH

John Wood Community College (Illinois)

Lake Land College (Illinois)

Lincoln University

Lochirco Fundraising

MFA Inc.

Missouri Pet Breeders Asso.

Missouri Valley College

Moberly Area Community College

Northeast College of Tech. Ag. (Nebraska)

North Central Kansas Tech. College

North Central Missouri College

Northwest Missouri State University

Purina Animal Nutrition

Seitz Fundraising

Show Rite/Hubbard Feeds

State Technical College of Missouri

Venture Equipment (Iowa)

ADM Animal Nutrition
Ahrens Steel & Welding Supplies
Army ROTC
Barefoot Athletics (Texas)
Central Christian College of the Bible
Cloud County Community College (Kansas)
Crader Distributing
Crowder College
Hammonds Product Company
Heifer International
L.C. Fundraising Inc.
Midwest Technical Institute 
Missouri Beef Industry Council
Missouri Dept. of Agriculture
Missouri Farm Bureau
Missouri Pork Association
Missouri State Highway Patrol
Missouri State University-Collegiate FFA
Missouri Welding Institute
Mobility Worldwide

MODOT-Highway Safety
MU-CAFNR
Orscheln Farm & Home 
Ozark Technical Community College
PAS (Post Ag. Students)
Rose Acre Farm (Indiana)
Sigma Alpha Sorority 
Sinclair Research Center 
Southeast Missouri State University
State Fair Community College
Teach Ag.
Three Rivers College
Truman State University
University of Central Missouri
University of Missouri 
	 College of Veterinary Medicine
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
University of Northwestern Ohio
US Air Force ROTC
William Woods University
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Mackenzie Mawson
Archie
Area 7

Caleb Bleich
California
Area 8 

Colby Andrews 
Miller
Area 9

Katelyn Voris
Halfway
Area 10

Wyatt A. Nelson
East Newton
Area 11

Madelyn Derks 
King City
Area 1

Grey Wells Porter
North Mercer
Area 2

Luke Luttrull
Lewis County C-1
Area 3

Chase Monte 
Mexico
Area 4

Matthew Gastler  
Audrain County R-VI
Area 5

Tyler Driskell
Marshall
Area 6

Kenzie Shriver
Logan-Rogersville
Area 12

Matthew Price
Mtn. View-Birch Tree
Area 13

Trent C. Stockton
Belle
Area 14

Ivy Jackson  
East Prairie
Area 15

Colton Reinert
Puxico
Area 16

Dawson Tyler
Northland Career Center
Area 1

Bryant Fifer
South Shelby
Area 3

Ana Minnick
Mexico
Area 4

Tayler Cope
Audrain County R-VI
Area 5

Matthew Jenkins
Carrollton ACC
Area 6

Alex Moore
Pleasant Hill
Area 7

Cole Schlup
California
Area 8

Alex O'Banion
El Dorado Springs
Area 9

Devon Rovenstine
Fair Play
Area 10 

Craig M. Middleton
Mount Vernon
Area 11

Savannah Johnson
Branson
Area 12

Matthew Black
Richland
Area 13

Dawson Carey
Sullivan
Area 14

Quentin Carlyle
East Prairie
Area 15

Mary V. Benoit
Centralia
Area 4

Chloe Momphard
Troy
Area 5

Alexandria R. Lock
Carrollton ACC
Area 6

Kylann D. Tourtillott
Rich Hill
Area 7

Riley Ash
Tuscumbia
Area 8

Hannah Noblitt
Bolivar
Area 10

Andrew Littlefield
Cassville
Area 11

Alexis L. Booth 
Seymour
Area 12

Hailey Weir
Farmington
Area 15

2018 AREA STAR FARMER

2018 AREA STAR IN AGRIBUSINESS

2018 AREA STAR IN AGRISCIENCE
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Gabriel Palmer
Mid Buchanan
Area 1

Kylie Koechner
Cameron
Area 2

Kati Nicole Stafford
Milan
Area 3

Lane Conderman
Elsberry
Area 5

Cory M. Johnson
Blue Springs South
Area 6

Koal Eastwood
Drexel
Area 7

Samuel Salmons
Eldon
Area 8

Lane Compton
Sheldon
Area 9

Kody Agee
Halfway
Area 10

Donell Kleiboeker 
Pierce City
Area 11

Justin Miller
Galena
Area 12

Christian Hirsch
Thayer
Area 13

Christopher Nowak 
Union
Area 14

Tate Kiefer
Meadow Heights
Area 15

Lauren Riggs
New Madrid
Area 16

2018 AREA STAR IN PLACEMENT
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FFA LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS • THURSDAY, APRIL 19

TIME / LOCATION PRESENTER DESCRIPTION

12:00 p.m. &
1:15 p.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 317

Teach Ag
Ambassadors

Grant Louiselle - NWMSU
Kassie Rankin - MU

Maggie Voisard - NWMSU

Rise to the Occasion:
Become an Ag Teacher

Explore the different aspects of being 
an ag teacher and learn how to 

grow leaders, build communities 
and strengthen the industry.

12:00 p.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 311

Bryce Cluff
National FFA 

Officer

Go for Goals
What goals do you have in life? Do 

you strive for success within the 
blue jacket or in your personal 

life? Develop your current goals to 
become conducive to your personal 

growth and challenge yourself to 
attain your highest aspirations. 

Sponsored by Western Farm Show

1:15 p.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 311

Bryce Cluff
National FFA 

Officer

Diversity in Action
Challenge yourself to rewrite 
society's definition of diversity 
and put it into action. Through 

comprehensive activities you can 
step outside your comfort zone 
and work alongside your fellow 

FFA members.   

12:00 p.m. &
1:15 p.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 309

Ethan Fordyce - MU
Logan Korff - Past State Officer

Leading Precisely:
A Precision Ag Insight

Through drones and other technology 
the agricultural landscape is 
rapidly changing. Learn the 

newest advancements in precision 
agriculture and how we can all 
lead with the same precision. 

MISSOURI FFA FACTS
	Missouri FFA membership is 25,375 members.

	Missouri ranks sixth nationally in FFA membership.

	Missouri FFA will award 756 State FFA Degrees at this convention.  

	Missouri has the largest number of American FFA Degree recipients of any 
state— 532 Missouri FFA members received the American FFA Degree in 
2017.

	 This year, 620 FFA members will be recognized with an FFA Proficiency 
Award for the development of their Supervised Agricultural Experience 
(SAE) Program.

	 That same SAE program generated over $52 million in student income 
during the 2016-2017 school year across the state.
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FFA LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS • FRIDAY, APRIL 20
Sponsored by Western Farm Show

TIME / LOCATION PRESENTER DESCRIPTION

9:15 & 10:30 a.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 317

Postsecondary
Ag Students (PAS)

Bryce King

PAS Jeopardy
A look inside agriculture and PAS 

through ag-based game shows.

1:00 p.m. 
Hearnes Center

Room 309

(By Invitation Only)

Brook Kreatz
Lane Howard
Lance Martin

Missouri Agricultural
Education Instructors

9:15 a.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 311

9:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 307

Ryan Bake
Utah State FFA Reporter

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 309

Keynote Speaker
Carey Portell

Keep Calm & Set Goals
Does the "big picture" or "end 

goal" scare you? Let's discuss 
how to get there without 

hyperventilating.

Go for Goals
What goals do you have in life? Do 

you strive for success within the 
blue jacket or in your personal 

life? Develop your current goals to 
become conducive to your personal 

growth and challenge yourself to 
attain your highest aspirations. 

Bryce Cluff
National FFA 

Officer

10:30 a.m.

Hearnes Center
Room 311

Bryce Cluff
National FFA 

Officer

Diversity in Action
Challenge yourself to rewrite 
society's definition of diversity 
and put it into action. Through 

comprehensive activities you can 
step outside your comfort zone 
and work alongside your fellow 

FFA members.   

Find Your Success
Do you think you have what it takes 

to be successful in life? Bring 
your skills to work through some 

obstacles and experiences you 
might go through in life.

Are You Tagged to Teach Ag?
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All Plaque Awards for Public Speaking, 
Creed Speaking &  Extemporaneous 
Speaking; State Degree Charms & Star 
Area Pins; Star Farmer & Agribusiness 
Plaques; Past Officer Pins
MFA, Inc 
Ernie Verslues, President
201 Ray Young Drive
Columbia, MO  65205

Honorary State Degree Dinner
Assoc. of Missouri Electric Cooperatives 
Mike Marsch, Manager of Youth Activities
2722 E. McCarty St., PO Box 1645
Jefferson City, MO  65101

State FFA Officers & Parents Luncheon
Missouri Farm Bureau Federation 
Eric Volmer, Director, Field Services
PO Box 658
Jefferson City, MO  65102

"Missouri Ruralist” Larry Harper
Young Writers Contest
Mindy Ward, Editor
21680 Smith Creek Road
Marthasville, MO  63357

Chapter Activity Award Plaques, New/ 
Retiring State Officers and Parents Dinner
FCS Financial
Amy Wieberg
Marketing and Member Public Relations 
1934 E. Miller St. 
Jefferson City, MO  65201

State Convention Kickoff Speaker, 
Convention Planning/Columbia Details
Columbia Convention & Visitors Bureau
Amy Schneider, Executive Director
300 S. Providence Road, PO Box N
Columbia, MO  65201

Parliamentary Procedure LDE Plaques 
Conduct of Meeting LDE Plaques
Grand River Technical School 
Adam Wolf
1200 Fair Street
Chillicothe, MO  64601

The following friends of Missouri FFA provide special awards and meals for members at the 
State Convention. Please write a letter of appreciation!

Litton Memorial Cash Awards in 
Public Speaking, Creed Speaking, and 
Extemporaneous Speaking
DESE
Leon Busdieker, Director 
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources
PO Box 480
Jefferson City, MO   65102-0480

Washington Leadership Conference 
Scholarships &  Raymond D. Hagan 
Scholarship Award
Missouri FFA Alumni Association
Marie Davis, Executive Secretary
9557 Pike 9037
Bowling Green, MO  63334

Are You TAGGED to Teach Ag? -- 
Workshop
Missouri Retired Agriculture Teachers
Paul Crews, President
34222 E. Hwy P
Slater, MO 65349

Missouri Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers Association (MVATA)
Heather Johnson, President
Salem High School 
1409 West Rolla Road
Salem, MO  65560

CHS Foundation
Ms. Nanci Lilja, President
550 Cenex Dr.
Inver Grove Heights, MN  55077

Growth Energy
Ms. Emily Skor, Executive Director
701 8th Street, Suite 400
Washington, DC  20001

DuPont Pioneer
Ms. Henri Moore
Director, Community & Academic Relations
PO Box 1000
Johnston, IA  50131-0184

BASF Corporation, Crop Protection Div.
Mr. Paul Rea, Sr. Vice President
26 Davis Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

2018 STATE FFA SPONSORS AND CONTRIBUTORS
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GROWMARK Essay Contest
GROWMARK, Inc.
Karen Jones
1701 Towanda Ave.
Bloomington, IL 61701

James A. Bailey FFA Camp Scholarships
Missouri FFA Association
Leon Busdieker
State Advisor
PO Box 480
Jefferson City, MO  65102-0480 

Leadership Workshops
Western Farm Show
Ken Dean
Farm Show Manager
638 W. 39th St.
Kansas City, MO  64111

Nursery/Landscape CDE Scholarships
STIHL Outdoor Power Equipment Roxanne 
Brown, Marketing Specialist
808 Hwy 34 W.
Marble Hill, MO  63764

First Place Plaques for Soils and 
Entomology, Second and Third Place 
Plaques for All Agriculture CDE’s
MU College of Agriculture, Food and 
Natural Resources 
Christopher R. Daubert
	 Vice Chancellor & Dean
Dr. Bryan Garton
	 Associate Dean & Director 
	 of Academic Programs
2-64 Agriculture Building
Columbia, MO  65211

Plaques for FFA Knowledge, Ag Issues 
Forum, and Job Interview CDE
Northwest Missouri State University
School of Agricultural Sciences
Rod Barr
800 University Ave.
Maryville, MO  64468

Agricultural Communications
Missouri Young Farmers/Young Farm Wives
Derek Lowrey
321 SE 60th St.
Trenton, MO  64683

Agricultural Education
Missouri Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers Association
Heather Johnson, President
Salem R-80 High School
1409 West Rolla Road
Salem, MO 65560-2730

Agricultural Mechanics Design 
and Fabrication
Ahrens Steel and Welding Supply
Kevin Ahrens, CFO
515 Big Bear Blvd. 
Columbia, MO  65201	

Agricultural Mechanics Repair 
and Maintenance
Entrepreneurship and Placement
Lincoln Electric Company
Brad Rellema
2204 Welsch Industrial Court
St. Louis, MO  63146

Agricultural Processing
Missouri Agribusiness Association
Steve Taylor, Executive Director
PO Box 1728
Jefferson City, MO  65102

Agricultural Sales – 
Entrepreneurship
Held, Inc.
Grain Bin Division
Richard Held
320 County Road 336
New Franklin, MO 65274

These friends of Missouri FFA provide plaques for Area and State Winners at the convention.  
Drop them a note of thanks to show you appreciate their support!

2018 STATE FFA SPONSORS AND CONTRIBUTORS

2018 STATE PROFICIENCY SPONSORS
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Diversified Horticulture 
Mineral Area College 
Agribusiness Department
Chad Follis
PO Box 1000
Park Hills, MO  63601

Diversified Livestock Production
Area 2 Agriculture Teachers Assoc.
Chris Henderson, Treasurer
1022 S. Chestnut
Cameron, MO  64429

Environmental Science and
Natural Resources Management
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources
Carol S. Comer, Director
PO Box 176
Jefferson City, MO  65102

Equine Science – Entrepreneurship 
and Placement
William Woods University
Equestrian Studies
Jennie Petterson, Chair
One University Avenue
Fulton, MO  65251

Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production 
Diversified Crop Production Placement
Missouri Soybean Merchandising Council
Gary Wheeler, Executive Director
3337 Emerald Lane
Jefferson City, MO  65110-4778

Food Science & Technology
Seitz Fundraising
Justin Armes
PO Box 1699
Fredericksburg, TX  78624
 
Food Service
Culver’s of Columbia & St. Robert
2520 Broadway Bluffs Drive
Columbia, MO  65201

Forage Production
Northcutt Financial Services
Bill Northcutt, Owner/Manager
15956 Malaruni Road
New London, MO  63459

Agricultural Sales – Placement
Lile Quarry Inc.
Jim Lile
PO Box 489
Strafford, MO  65757

Agricultural Services
Vivayic
Doug Kueker
69 Eagle Crest
Lake Ozark, MO  65049  

Agriscience Animal Systems Research
Agriscience Integrated Syst. Research
Agriscience Plant Systems Research
St. Louis Community College
Center For Plant and Life Sciences
Richard J. Norris, Director
1005 N. Warson Rd.
St. Louis, MO  63114

Beef Production – Entrepreneurship 
and Placement
Missouri Cattlemen’s Association
Mike Deering, Executive Vice President
2306 Bluff Creek Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, MO  65201

Dairy Production – Entrepreneurship 
and Placement
Midwest Dairy Association
Ron Grusenmeyer
Director of Producer Relations
5185 North Overland Drive
Smithville, MO 64089

Diversified Agricultural Production
Missouri Farmer Today
Terry Reilly, Publisher
1065 Sierra Ct NE, Suite B
Cedar Rapids, IA  52402-6585

Diversified Crop Production-
Entrepreneurship 
Missouri Crop Improvement Assoc.
Richard Arnett, Executive Director
3211 Lemone Industrial Blvd. 
Columbia, MO 65201-8245

2018 STATE PROFICIENCY SPONSORS
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Forest Management 
Forest & Woodland Assoc. of Missouri
Laurie Coleman
4207 Indell Blvd., #301
St. Louis, MO 63108

Fruit Production
Missouri State Horticulture Society
Paul Peters
PO Box 217
Waverly, MO  64096

Goat Production
Southwest Missouri Meat Goat 
Producers
Jessica Guthrie
4289 Lawrence 1177
Miller, MO  65707

Grain Production – Entrepreneurship 
and Placement
Missouri Corn Growers Association
Gary D. Marshall, Executive Director
3118 Emerald Lane
Jefferson City, MO  65109

Home and Community Development
North Central Missouri College 
Barton Farm Campus
Rustin Jumps
1301 Main Street
Trenton, MO  64683

Landscape Management 
Nursery Operations
Missouri Green Industry Alliance
Kevin Dern, Exec. Secretary,
PO Box 17957
Richmond Heights, MO  63117

Outdoor Recreation
Wildlife Management
Jeff Cockerham
Education Outreach Coordinator
Missouri Department of Conservation
2901 W. Truman Blvd.
Jefferson City, MO  65102

Poultry Production 
RaBo AgriFinance
Doug Meyer
Relationship Manager
5008 NW Lakewood Way
Lees Summit, MO  64064

Sheep Production
Missouri Sheep Merchandising Council
Ronnie Dains, Chairman
Route 2, Box 37
Rockville, MO  64780

Small Animal Production & Care
Harmison’s Hometown Fundraising
Michael Harmison
6378 Osage Beach Pkwy
Osage Beach, MO  65065

Specialty Animal Production
Specialty Crop Production
Stoddard County Seed and Feed
Pam Rowland
11573 St. Hwy TT
Dudley, MO  63936

Swine Production – Entrepreneurship 
and Placement
Missouri Pork Association
Don Nikodim, Executive Director
6235 Cunningham Road
Columbia, MO  65202

Turf Grass Management
STIHL Outdoor Power Equipment
Roxanne Brown, Marketing Specialist
808 Hwy 34 W.
Marble Hill, MO  63764

Vegetable Production
Missouri Vegetable Growers Association
Mike Bottom, President
P O Box 546
Cuba, MO  65453

Veterinary Science
Addison Biological Laboratories, Inc.
Kurt Himmelmann
507 North Cleveland Avenue
Fayette, MO  65248

2018 STATE PROFICIENCY SPONSORS
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Matthew Bauer • Orchard Farm
Kendra Betz • Grundy Co. R-5
Elizabeth Brooks • Ashland
William Garrett Cramer • Chillicothe
Isaiah DeShon • Columbia
Raegan Dunkmann • Orchard Farm
Megan Edwards • Salisbury
Alyssa (Aly) Dee Francis • Paris
Alexandra Gast • Nevada
Josephine Horne • Elsberry
Chase Hultgren • Willard
Jessica Janorschke • DeKalb
Andrew Kientzy • Silex
Brenden Kleiboeker • Pierce City
Jacob D. Knaebel • Fatima

Marlena Long • Paris
Makenzie Melton • El Dorado Springs
Matthew Morgan • Lamar
Micah O'Malley • Willard
Lauren Parks • Brookfield
Alyssa Petree • Tipton
Tyler Schuster • Boonville
Taylor Scott • Lexington
Destiny Switzer • Higbee
Katherine Thompson • Columbia
Kinsey Tiemann • Palmyra
Luke Triplett • Memphis
Caitlyn Twellman • Silex
Paige Wait • Bronaugh
Kaeth Zachary • Nevada

2018 HYPE PARTICIPANTS
Helping Youth Prepare for Excellence 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ACKNOLEDGEMENTS
HYPE and HYMAX

Helping Youth Maximize their Agricultural eXperience (HYMAX)
Designed to train students to be stronger advocates for agriculture, HYMAX academy 
challenges students through hands-on activities while digging into the issues facing 

agriculture today.  The program works to sharpen skills and strengthen voices of 
freshman in high school.

What is HYPE?
HYPE, Helping Youth Prepare for Excellence, is a youth leadership conference desgined 
to challenge and equip 30 incoming high school senior FFA members to be advocates 
for agriculture.  These 30 FFA members receive hands-on experiences to prepare them 
to communicate, lead and advocate for the agricultural industry. In addition, students 
gain strategies to continue strengthening their knowledge base in agricultural issues, 

sharpen their written and verbal communication skills and spark potential career 
interests. Most importantly, these students bring home tools to help themselves and 

other members in their FFA chapter tell agriculture's story. 

Sponsored by the Missouri Department of Agriculture, the Missouri Agribusiness 
Academy (MAbA) provides 30 Missouri high school sophomores a chance to 

explore the vast agribusiness resources of our state. Academy members are selected 
through a competitive written application and oral interview process.

The primary objective of the MAbA is to provide an opportunity for students to 
view various facets of agriculture, visit agribusinesses, and meet leaders in agriculture, 
government and education. Other objectives are to aid students with communication 
skills and personal development as well as explore career opportunities.

FFA members nominated to be a part of MAbA will be recognized during 
Thursday afternoon's convention session.

MISSOURI AGRIBUSINESS ACADEMY
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Schyler Angell • Centralia
Kiley Bailey • Tipton
Matthew Barnes • Monroe City
Cooper Beaver • Neosho
Morgan Blessing • Memphis
Alexis Bremer • Columbia
Katelin Brisbin • Eldon
Levi Burch • Jefferson
Emma Burns • Carrollton ACC
Keilah Cain • Nevada
Andrea Callison • Paris
Konnor Calvin • Troy
Tanner Carriker • Macon Co. R-IV
Riley Case • La Plata
Allison Jade Corwin • Southwest at Washburn 
Ella Criswell • Ashland
Lauren Crutsinger • Delta
Lyndsey Davis • Neosho
C.J. Donaldson • DeKalb
Clancy Dunn • Calvary Lutheran
Chris Ebbesmeyer • Paris
Justin D. Eddy • Columbia
Laken Edwards • Paris
Hannah Farmer • Halfway
Jemma Fenske • Pierce City
Matthew Fischer • Eldon
Andrew Fleak • LaPlata
Megan Forck • Blair Oaks
Ethan Lee Fort • Audrain County R-VI
Ada Marie Fox • Grundy Co. R-5
Christin Gayer • Mansfield
Kylee Gengler • Tipton
Marcus Glidewell • Milan
Emily Gray • Meadville
Mallory Greiwe • Madison
Jaycie Griffin • Trenton
Holden Grisham • Eldon
Lillian Gudgell • Meadville
Anna Guss • Warrenton
Jake Haines • Mexico
Allison Haley • Chillicothe
Belle Hoffman • North Callaway
Madison Holmes • Columbia
Mercedes Horinek • Buffalo
Emily Hoyt • Audrain County R-VI
Emma Elizabeth Hurst • Blair Oaks
Gunner Irey • Tipton
Alyssa Jerigan • East Prairie
Emily Johnson • Marshall
Rylee Johnson • Grundy Co. R-5

Morgan Jones • Elsberry
James Justus • Troy
Connor Keithley • Chillicothe
Izabella Kidwell • Troy
Caitlyn Kleffner • Rolla
Kaitlin Kleiboeker • Pierce City
Matthew Lampkin • Hermann
Camdyn Leeper • Trenton
Jordan Lionberger • Wellsville
Troy Ludwig • Calvary Lutheran
Madison Markt • South Holt
Esteban Martinez • East Prairie
Aliza McClinton • Marshall
Kayce Lauren Messner • Albany
Emily Meyer • Sarcoxie
Abigail Miller • Eldon
Daniel Miranda • East Prairie
Laney Moore • Southwest at Washburn
Payden Nolting • Lamar
Grant Norfleet • Mexico
Chase Otto • Trenton
Faith Payne • Hermann
Kylee Peters • Higbee
Braden Petree • Tipton
Alexis L. (Lexi) Plackemeier • Silex
Millie Plunkett • Ashland
Olivia Roberts • Trenton
Cain Sadler • Elsberry
Mary Schleuter • Warrenton
Makayla Schneider • Silex
Bailey Schroeder • Doniphan
Hannah Shanks • Vienna
Dawn Sherman • Warrenton
Morgan Shields • Troy
Eric Siler • Neosho
Ryan Smith • Milan
Sydney Stundebeck • Salisbury
Drew Swigart • Cass Career Center
Delaney Thompson • Warrensburg ACC
Anna Triplett • Memphis
Brady Vedder • Hermann
Charlie Vitt • Paris
Kylee Walters • Centralia
Joseph Wandell • Marshall
Hailie Weiseman • Milan
Josie Wilson • Moberly
Westin Wilson • Gainesville
Brittany Winchester • Neosho
Hannah Wolford • Halfway

2018 HYMAX PARTICIPANTS 
Helping Youth Maximize their Agricultural eXperience
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HONORARY STATE DEGREE RECIPIENTS

HONORARY STATE DEGREE: AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTORS

HONORARY STATE DEGREE: STATE OFFICER PARENTS
Zachary & Elizabeth Allen
Marshal & Michelle Oswald 
(Dakota Allen)
Fairfax

Brock & Stephanie Bailey
(Elise Bailey)
Bowling Green

Brad & Kathy Belew 
(Justin Belew)
Ashland

Greg & Kim Bertz 
(Abby Bertz)
Odessa

Ryan & Caren Blaue
(Emily Blaue)
Wellsville-Middletown

Phillip & Kristie Fox 
(Mariah Fox)
Trenton

Dale & Carla Knipp
(Elizabeth Knipp)
Tipton

Christopher & Melissa Steele 
(Chad Laxton)
Miller

Angela & Anthony Braun
Valerie & Glen Stueve 
(Isable Legg) 
Perryville

Doug & Tami Luebbering
(Ben Luebbering)
Fatima

Ken & Kari Mason
(Sydnee Mason)
Marshall

Jason & Becky Mott
(Aaron Mott) 
Columbia

Keven Schneider
Sarah Tobin
(Rhiannen Schneider)
Savannah

Gail & Tina Turner
(Abby Turner) 
Brookfield

Ron & Susan Wallace 
(Chance Wallace) 
Seneca

Douglas & Laura Hughes
(Madelyn Warren) 
Chillicothe

Andrew Biggs
University of Missouri
Supt., Bradford Farms
Columbia

Carrie Crews
Missouri State University
Wm. H. Darr Ctr. Admin. Assist.
Springfield 

Wendy Faulconer
Mo. State Fair Foundation
Executive Director
Sedalia

Joe Garvey
Mo. Dept. of Conservation
Retired Forester
Jackson

Alex Haun
Missouri State Fair
FFA Assistant Superintendent
Sedalia

Kari Mergen
Missouri State Fair
Public Info. & Marketing Coord.
Sedalia

Scott Mitchell
Owner
Performance Horses
Cuba

Jason Moore
Missouri State Fair
Facilities Manager
Sedalia

Kenny Neal
Dept. of Natural Resources
Park Specialist
Kaiser

Scott Roy
Mo. Dept. of Conservation
Private Land Conservationist
Trenton

Eric Volmer
Missouri Farm Bureau
Dir., Young Farmer & 
Rancher Program
Jefferson City

Dr. Alan Wessler
MFA, Inc. 
Vice President of Feed
Operations and Animal 
Health
Columbia
Sedalia

Amy Wieberg
FCS Financial
Mgr. Marketing & Member 
Public Relations
Jefferson City

Jorge Zapata
Crowder College
Agriculture Division Chair
Neosho

Jason Cutler
Spokane

Sarah Leiber
Appleton City

Joe Stratton
Conway

Mary Leykamp
Montgomery Co. R-II

Sam Percival
Aurora
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THE FFA MISSION
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by 
developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agricultural education.

THE AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION MISSION
The mission of agricultural education is to prepare and 
support individuals for careers, build awareness and develop 
leadership for the food, fiber and natural resource system.

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
P.O. Box 480

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480
Phone: (573) 751-4212

Web site: http://dese.mo.gov
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

religion, gender, national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities.  Inquiries related to Department 
programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons with disabilities 
may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Office of the General Counsel, Coordinator – Civil Rights 

Compliance (Title VI/Title IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 6th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, 
MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or TTY 800-735-2966; fax number 573-522-4883; email 

civilrights@dese.mo.gov.
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